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President, Regional Government of the Azores, Portugal 

Born in the Azores on 3/28/1973, Vasco Alves Cordeiro, a lawyer, 

married and with two children, is the President of the Regional 

Government of the Azores, an Autonomous Region of Portugal.  

A longstanding member of the European Committee of the Regions (CoR), where has 

been Vice-President since 2015 and taken part in the CONST, COTER, ENVE and NAT 

Commissions, Mr. Cordeiro was also the rapporteur of the 2014 Committee of the 

Regions Opinion on “A European strategy for more growth and jobs in coastal and 

maritime tourism”.  

Mr. Cordeiro is also the President of the Conference of Peripheral and Maritime Regions 

of Europe (CPMR), since 2014, an organization representing 150 Regions and around 

200 million citizens from the European Union and beyond. Structured around six 

Geographical Commissions, corresponding to Europe’s maritime basins, CPMR focuses 

on advocating for more social, economic and territorial cohesion within the EU, Maritime 

policies, blue growth and accessibility are also key areas of its activity, as well as 

European governance, energy, climate change, neighborhood and development, 

subjects that Mr. Cordeiro values high in his political agenda. 

Prior to his first election as President of the Regional Government of the Azores in 2012 

(re-elected in 2016), he held several cabinet positions as Regional Secretary for the 

Economy (2008-2010), the Presidency (2004-2008), responsible for, European and 

External Affairs, and Agriculture and Fisheries (2003-2004). 

In 1996, Vasco Cordeiro was first elected as member of the parliament of the 

Autonomous Region of the Azores and held the position of leader of his political group 

(Socialist party) until becoming member of the Government of the Azores. 

In the performance of his duties, Mr. Cordeiro has represented the Azores at European 

and international levels as member of organizations such as the CoR, Vice President of 

the Assembly of European Regions or Vice President for Europe of “R20- Regions of 

Climate Action”, as well as individually. 

A dedicated advocate of regionalism and cohesion in the European Union, Vasco 

Cordeiro also has extensive practice in negotiations with the United States, in the context 

of the Portugal-US Defense and Cooperation Agreement, as well as in the outreach to 

the Azorean communities in Canada, Brazil, Uruguay, Bermuda and in the East and 

West coasts of the United States.  

 


